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October 20, 1899 1780 

Without thorough vaccination it is almost impossible to suppress 
smallpox, therefore the authorities in country districts are urged to 
give this their earliest attention. 

If vigorous measures are taken to isolate the first cases of smallpox 
and all exposed persons, and all infected houses and articles are promptly 
and carefully disinfected, and vacination is thorough, the suppression 
of the disease is an easy task. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

It is advised that whatever measures are adopted they should be made 
thorough. 

Measures, good or bad, half done are worse than useless, as they give 
a fancied security. 

Smallpox can not be suppressed without the expenditure of money. 

The more promptly you act the less it will cost. 

When in doubt act on the safe side. 

Finally, the following motto is offered for your banner in smallpox 
work : 

"Isolate, vaccinate, disinfect." 



Yellow fever in Key West, Fla., and other places. 

[Continued from last Public Health Bepobts.] 

FLORIDA. 

Key West. — Surgeon Murray reports October 16, as follows: October 
11, 18 cases; October 12, 7 cases, 2 deaths; October 13, 23 cases; Octo- 
ber 14, 10 cases, 3 deaths ; October 15, 9 cases ; October 16, 15 cases. 

LOUISIANA. 

New Orleans. — Surgeon Carter reports, October 16, 1 new case; 
weather hot. October 17, no new cases, no deaths. 

Steamship Armstor, for Philadelphia, with a case of yellow fever on board. 

On information received from the health commissioner, Baltimore, 
Md., Passed Assistant Surgeon Thomas at Eeedy Island Quarantine, 
Del., was telegraphed, October 6, as follows : 

Steamer Armstor from Baltimore for Philadelphia to-day ; recently from Jamaica arid 
Santiago ; 1 of crew in Baltimore with suspected yellow fever ; inspect critically, and, 
if necessary, disinfect. 

On October 8, the following telegrams were received from the health 
commissioner, Baltimore, Md. : 

October 8 : Man died 4 o'clock this morning. Post-mortem to-day. Do you wish to 
send one to see it? — C. Hampson Jones, M.D. 

October 8 : P. M. this afternoon. Everything points to yellow fever. — C. Hampson 
Jones, M.D. 
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On October 8 Passed Assistant Surgeon Thomas was directed to dis- 
infect the Armstor. On October 9 he was telegraphed to hasten the 
disinfection of the Armstor, and give discharge if a new crew arrived, 
holding old crew for period of observation. (The Armstor, second day 
out from Santiago, Cuba, developed an undoubted case of yellow fever, 
as proved by post-mortem.) 

On October 13 the following reports were received from Passed 
Assistant Surgeon Thomas : 

Reedy Island Quarantine, Del., October 11, 1899. 
Sie : I have the honor to report that the steamship Armstor was dis- 
charged from quarantine yesterday, the 10th instant, after disinfection 
in obedience to Bureau telegram of the 9th instant. The old crew 
was sent to the Delaware Breakwater Quarantine Station to undergo 
their period of detention. 
Assistant Surgeon Pox was sent in charge. He returned last night. 
Respectfully, yours, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. M. 8. 

Reedy Island Quarantine, Del., October 11, 1899. 

Sir : Referring to Bureau letter (J. H. W. ) of the 9th instant, in 
regard to the source of infection of steamship Armstor, I have the 
honor to state that the crew had left this station before the letter was 
received. The Armstor on her last voyage sailed from Philadelphia to St. 
Thomas, Danish West Indies, thence via Santiago de Cuba to Baltimore. 
I did not learn that she had been at Jamaica. At Santiago she was at the 
railroad dock in the town, but I was assured by the captain that he was 
the only person ashore, and that guards were stationed at the wharf to 
prevent the crew from reaching shore. One of the crew who was sick 
on reaching quarantine stated positively that he had not been ashore. 

The Armstor loaded ore and tobacco. The captain stated that all the 
work of loading the ore was done by stevedores from shore, but the 
tobacco was stored by the crew. 

Respectfully, yours, A. R. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Yellow fever on the schooner B. D. Spear and bark Essex. 

Port Tampa, Pla., October 10, 1899. 

Sir: Replying to Bureau letter (J. H. W.) of the 4th instant, in 
regard to the name and previous history of the schooner on which a case 
of yellow fever was reported from Mullet Key Quarantine, I have to 
respectfully state that the schooner was the B. D. Spear, American, 
Captain Southerland. She arrived at Mullet Key, September 20, from 
'Key West, being two days out. She came from New York laden with 
groceries for Key West and Tampa, and was in the harbor at Key West 
from September 11 to September 18. 

She anchored in the stream and held no communication with the 
docks at Key West, and while there had no sickness on board. She 
was disinfected on arrival at Mullet Key, and on the fourth day of 
detention the captain was taken sick, the symptoms being suspicious, 
but the diagnosis was not made until the 27th, and death occured 
October 1st. 

The crew are all nonimmunes excepting the second mate. She was 
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